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Craftmanship and great design
create a mountain home
as spectacular as its setting

ucked into the side of a mountain overlooking Lake
Tahoe, this spectacular log home stands as testimony
to what can be achieved when homeowner, architect,
builder, interior designer, and landscape designer share a
common vision. The seed for the vision was a simple ques-
tion. “l had another house in the area,” says the homeowner,
“but I was always complaining about it. One day my youngest

daughrer said, "Why don't you build your own?™

A sculpture-like free frunk odds an unexpected dash

of drama to the living room of this elegant log homae.

WRITTEN BY CASEY ELLIS
FHOTOGRAPHY BY SAM GRAY STYLING BY LAUREN PAYNE
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Maszive beams un the length of the ceiling
in the Iving room. Large windows and
French doors ot one end and < skadight
above flood the room withight. (opposite)
Thie hwo-sided freplade, sheathed in
Montana QroyfOCk, sanes as O divicier
o i !hew foom and dining room,
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The subsequent Search for a building site ended when the
homeowner, an enthusiastic cyclist, was out riding her bike and
found a beautiful bare lot thar rurned our to be part of an avail-
able 16-acre parcel.

Although construction of the 10,000-square-foot house would
take nearly three years, none of the grim tales often associated
with lengthy and complex construction emerge from anyone
involved. Instead, the theme is one of pride in challenges over-
come and the resulting creation of a modern-day log cabin that

exudes elegance and charm.

(oppasita) Bk sihouettas enlven the hand-forged light fixture abova
the kitchean island. Granite countertops in natural fones of brown, tan,
and black provice ampde workspoce for a kitchen in near-constant
use, (balow) A round table, hand-painted with an acom-and-twigs
mictif, provides a convensent spot for informal meals.
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The shell of the house was crafted by Alpine Log Homes
of Victor, Montana, a company chosen because of its envi-
ronmentally correct .|E'|'-n1.u'h. Mo ]u'.a|t]'|'.c trees were taken
down to build this house,” the homeowner says,

The house is sited along the hillside o maximize the
views, “It was a ereat luxury to have 16 acres to work with:
usually the building sites in this area are so tight.” savs the
architect, Sherry Guzzi of Tahoe Ciry, California. B
these are mountainside acres, and fitting the house into
the ~3u|‘f was one of Guzzis biggest design Llli!“i.'ll.;_'i."‘.
*One thing the client disliked about her tormer Tahoe

house was thar the living area was perched so far above
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pround. Giving her and her dogs easy access o the
prounds was a design priority,” Guzzi says. Because the
house faces southwest and most storms come from that
direction

A5 .LIL'H Ii"ll.' |1ur :I1.Il.'l']'||"-l‘-[:| =LY I_]'ll.: di_"'\-l}_:l'l

rl."l.'-.lL"I.l [ey  CRsure ['I"'TI.,']]L':"\- Were !‘Tll[l_'l._"ll.,'l.,l W |'||_'|_I.II,][
obstructing the marvelous view.

Inside, Guezzi's challenge was to keep spaces in scale so
they'd be visually dramatic yet still feel homey. In fact, one of
her favorite spaces is the little breakfast area off the kitchen.

“The contractor did a marvelouws job on this house,”
notes, “And the homeowner really

Ciuzzi appreciates

craftsmanship. She knew thar pood work akes tinme.”
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(above) A cormer fireploce creates a cozy reading nook in the

rnaster bedroom. (rght) French doors open onta a balcony
with a sweeping view of Lake Tahoe. The headboard, built on-site,
WOs O surprise gift from the builders

But before any craftsmanship could be applied to the house, Guzzi had to
solve the considerable design problem of creating access to the building site.
“Making the driveway work was a major challenge,” she says.

Builder Alan Richards of A, Richards Built Home in Incline Village,
Nevada, agrees. “We spent four weeks just building the road and had ro
create a 20-foor retaining wall before we could even start on the house.”

“This client was so wonderful to work for,” says Richards. “She
wanred Vermonr slate for the roof, and she realized that bringing in
material from that far away would take time. Most of all she allowed
me to be creative and even rake some aspects—Ilike the bare tree in the

living room—pretty close to the limit.”

60 AMERICAN DrEasm HoMES WiINTER 2006



WiNTER 2006 AMERICAN DuEsx Hoags 61



RUSTIC ELEGANCE

A spa reom just off the master bathroom
features a Jocuzzi tub and folding glass doors
that open onto a private deck. In the bathroom,
stone steps leod up 1o an oversized fub
sheathed in glossy black-green tiles. Tha Susan

Watson painfing was a gift from the artist

Omne of the home's great luxuries is its .ﬂu]ﬂ-_.'
to cope with mountain winters. The driveway
is heated, as are the roof areas overhanging the
decks. “Heat rising from the roof over the inte-
rior spaces will melr snow and ice,” Richards
explains, “but that doesn’t help with the porch
H".'L'rE'h'lllL:'-. S0 we i.11'-r:l|]L'J i |H-L1I~IIHL' system
under all the eaves to prevent e dams."

The driveway deluxe leads past a man-made
waterfall, stream, and 50-ton boulders—all
part of an elaborate serting designed by land-
scape  architect  Brent Thrams  of  the
Sacramento, California, firm Acanthus.

To decorate the interior, the homeowner
turned to designers she'd worked with before,
the Carmel, California, mother-daughrer team
of Jan Gardner and Julie Gardner Chesney.
""-.‘H'."n:"..| never kln:l.:.' i |l!-|.'_ !‘n e ]*L".I -rl.-." ( ‘n;ln.h'u.'r
says, “hut we were determined 1o avoid the usual
mountain home clichés: no antlers on the 1-‘-'il-"'~:
no MNative American rugs on the floors.”
Instead, armchairs are upholstered in European-
style tapestries, hand-forged light fixtures grace
CVery rooim, .m.i| handsome 'Ime—h TLIES ah!Lt
warmth to the Nevada quartzite floors.

“Logs have a decidedly orange hue,”
Gardner notes, “so we used lots of golds and
rusts with celadon greens o calm it all down.”

On the lake side of the house, a balcony
stretches the entire length of the first floor. In
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(left) A massive hand-carved woodean mante
crowns the fireplace on an expansive deck that
sanvas as the main outdoor gatharng araa. A sink
and barbecue oven set in a granite countertop

provide a convenient area for food preparation.

(below) Tall pines frame o casual seating area

fact, says the homeowner, “you can see the lake
from every single room of the house.” On the
lower level are guest bedrooms, a game room, bar,
wine cellar, and home thearer. The laundry room
even has a dog bath for pampering the owner’s
Golden retriever and Cueensland Mix, beloved
rescue dogs who often are joined ar their moun-
tain aerie by the English bulldogs and Labrador
retriever belonging to the owner’s daughters.

“l wanted the house o be beautiful,” the
OWNEr says, “hut 1 also wanred it to be k]n_x_:-

friendly—tough and durable.” m
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